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It's about looking at the past, but more importantly having an effect on tomorrow

1 - PREAMBLE

At the invitation of the Guido FLURI Foundation(1) - Justice-Initiative (Switzerland), which
fights against child abuse and aims for European-wide redress, we decided to join this large-
scale human struggle. The Guido FLURI Foundation is based in Switzerland. It is currently
active through "representations" in some fifteen European countries. As a non-profit
organisation with no governmental contribution, Initiative-Justice relies on solid and efficient
partners.

In order to work with various associations fighting against child abuse, we created the
ASSOCIATION INITIATIVE JUSTICE FRANCE. It is an exciting challenge to join the
European Justice-Initiative project launched by the Guido FLURI Foundation.

The values on which Europe is founded are respect for human dignity, freedom and equality,
the rule of law and respect for human rights. 

These fundamental values of Europe are not effective for hundreds of thousands of children
and young people in Europe, and their rights and human dignity have been severely violated in
the past and in the present.

These violations have occurred in a variety of ways, including sexual abuse of children, ill-
treatment, particularly in institutions, and forced adoptions. 

Tens of thousands of victims of that era live among us. Even today, these victims suffer from
the injustice and consequences of the abuse they suffered. Many are psychologically scarred
and live in poverty because of the experience of violence. In some European countries, efforts
have been made to repair the suffering. In most countries such as France, no recognition has
taken place to date, despite some positive steps.

This situation is unacceptable for Europe as a community of values and must be corrected
now. Victims must receive justice in their lifetime. In this context, victims' groups, academics
and NGOs from all over Europe have joined forces to formulate a common policy initiative. It is
about looking at the past, but above all about having an effect on the future. 
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2 – CAMPAIGN DIRECTOR IN FRANCE

Mrs. Valérie ANDANSON has been appointed campaign director in France by the Guido
FLURI Foundation. She is a victim, uprooted in la Creuse départment at the age of 3 among
the Réunionese children forcibly exiled from 1962 to 1984. This part of French history is known
as the "children of Creuse". Within the Federation of Uprooted Children of the French
Overseas Departments and Regions (FEDD), she campaigns for the recognition of this dark
page of French history.

The FEDD(2) now wishes to broaden the fight on the right of the child today and tomorrow. The
exiled children of Reunion are the very example of what must not be done.

Known for her militancy on a national level, including in the overseas departments and certain
international countries, Valérie ANDANSON will therefore be the spokesperson for a new
initiative, that of defending children who are subjected to abuse, in conjunction with the Swiss
Foundation Guido FLURI and all the non-profit organisations as well as the institutions
concerned and the media.

3 – CREATION OF THE ASSOCIATION INITIATIVE JUSTICE FRANCE

In January 2022, we created the ASSOCIATION INITIATIVE JUSTICE FRANCE (A.I.J.F.) in
order to join the fight led by the Guido FLURI Foundation and to gather the organisations
working against child abuse.

The organisation will aim to : 

► fight against child abuse ;

► bring together the organisations concerned ;

► improve or change laws concerning the right of the child ;

► to assist victims in their research, to help them with their enquiries, and any similar, related
or complementary objects, or objects likely to promote the achievement or development
thereof

It is composed of :

Maître Élisabeth RABESANDANTRANA, president, international lawyer, legal representative
of the victims appointed by the International Criminal Court, lawyer for the civil parties before
the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC), lawyer for the Federation of
Uprooted Children of the French Overseas Regions.

Mr. Laurent SERMET, specialised in international law and human rights, professor of public
law, university professor, Sciences-Po Aix-en-Provence, Vice President,

Mrs Valérie ANDANSON, retired, treasurer and communication officer.
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President

Maître Élisabeth RABESANDRATANA

International lawyer

Legal representative of victims,
appointed by the International Criminal Court

Lawyer for civil parties before the
Extraordinary Chambers of the Courts of

Cambodia Cambodian Courts

Lawyer for the Federation of Uprooted
Children Uprooted Children of the DROM

Vice President

Mr Laurent SERMET
specialised in international law

and human rights,
Associate Professor of Public Law

University Professor,
Sciences-Po Aix-en-Provence

Treasurer and Communications Officer

Ms Valérie ANDANSON

Retired

Campaign Director
in France for the « Justice Initiative »

Exiled to Creuse at the age of 3

Secretary and communications officer
of the Federation of Uprooted Children of DROM

Outre-mer la 1ère
« Ma parole »

by Cécile BAQUET
14/09/2021

Maska Studio
« Palabre »

by Marion LAINE
28/12/2021
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Interview link, click
here 

Interview link, click
here 

Link click here 

Link click here 

https://la1ere.francetvinfo.fr/le-combat-des-ex-enfants-reunionnais-de-la-creuse-va-se-poursuivre-au-niveau-europeen-1108408.html
https://www.droitdelasante-aix.fr/membres/equipe-cdsa/laurent-sermet/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sFstjLU3pfI
https://la1ere.francetvinfo.fr/valerie-andanson-il-faut-que-je-termine-le-puzzle-de-ma-vie-de-reunionnaise-exilee-dans-la-creuse-maparole-1052824.html


OUR TEAM IN PARIS

Sylviane PAULINET

Retired from the civil service, I became involved
 with the FEDD after learning

the situation of the children of Reunion
 placed in France.

I myself was born to a father who was a foster child
and a maternal grandfather born under X,

the struggle of children in care for the recognition
and compensation for their suffering

concerns me first and foremost.

Jean-Lucien HERRY

Event & Tech Director

Exiled to the Yvelines at age 3

Activist and active fighter for a European
strategy for « children's rights »

Head of the Legal Unit for the
Federation of Uprooted Children of DROM

Jean-Claude GIANNOTA

63 years old, doctor, engineer by training
Confronted with the problem of abusive placement

 in France, I am involved with associations
of  former foster children

(ADEPAPE, FEDD)
and associations of parents who are victims

(Garett Justice for Children)
I propose to help the "Paris team" in

knowledge of institutional abuse
institutional abuse within the placement of children

in France
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4 – SITUATION IN FRANCE, ASSESSMENT

- The past -

1°) Reunionese children « from La Creuse » :

Several hundreds of children and adolescents (the current official figures are from 2015), born
in Reunion, were forcibly transferred to France-mainland during this period in order to
repopulate the departments affected by the rural exodus at the time and to control the
demography in Reunion. They are now commonly referred to as "the children of la Creuse"
because this department received the largest number of them in reception and accommodation
structures or through adoption. But in reality, they were placed all over France, in 83
departments. 

However, these children, who generally came from poor backgrounds and whose parents were
convinced that they were leaving for a better future and that they would regularly return to
Reunion Island, were never given the opportunity to see their families again.

This policy, initiated by the French state, has been officially recognised as having
infringed the fundamental rights of these transplanted children. 

The case of the "children of la Creuse" is one that questions our conscience. It is questionable
first of all because it was directly initiated by the State, within the framework of the policy of the
Ai de Sociale à l'Enfance (ASE) (formerly known as DASS), but it is also and above all
questionable because it concerns children, i.e. vulnerable and defenceless beings who were
disposed of like objects, through a policy known as "transplantation", the deep motivation of
which is as questionable as its empirical scope is detestable. This was a pure and simple
denial of their value as human beings (transfer of children from a few months to adolescence).

This policy of denying the fundamental rights of these ex-minors was officially recognised as
such. 

Thus : 

In a memorial resolution of 18 February 2014, the National Assembly, after noting that "the
State has a duty to ensure that everyone, while respecting the privacy of individuals, has
access to memory" and "that children, in particular, must be guaranteed this right in order to be
able to constitute themselves as adults", affirmed that "the State has failed in its moral
responsibility towards" the so-called children of La Creuse.

In the wake of this resolution, the Minister for Overseas France, Mrs George PAU-LANGEVIN,
by order of 9 February 2016, set up an "information and historical research commission on the
displacement of children from Reunion to mainland France between 1963 and 1982, in order to
send them to departments affected by the rural exodus". The members of this commission
submitted a report on 10 April 2018 in which they made 25 recommendations.
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In a letter dated 7 November 2017, addressed to the President of the FEDD, the President of
the Republic, Mr Emmanuel MACRON, after admitting that the policy of transferring uprooted
and exiled Reunionese children to France was a "fault" of the State, called for "the legal and
administrative support of people who choose to reconstitute their personal history on site, on
the island of Reunion, to function in simplicity, transparency and justice." 

A profound aspiration for rehabilitation:

We would like to remind you that the "commission for information and historical research" was
created by the government with the aim of :

. deepen historical knowledge about the children of la Creuse and contribute to its
dissemination ;

. to establish a precise picture of the populations concerned and their demographic situation
today; to propose a precise relationship of the decisions and acts that allowed the transfer of
Reunionese children and adolescents to France ;

. listen to the organisations and allow the ex-wards to reconstruct their personal history ;

. propose actions and measures to promote individual and collective memory work on this
issue" (order of 9 February 2016) ;

While the report describes the practices that governed child protection at the time, it questions
how these practices functioned, focusing for example on the colour of the children's skin or
their ethnic origin in the investigations... 

The report submitted by this commission to the Minister for Overseas France on 10 April 2018
contains 25 recommendations that it is now up to the government to implement. (Report of 700
pages).

Objectives :

. a public apology from the representatives of the State (following the example of
Switzerland, Belgium and the United Kingdom) ;

. the need to include the history of the former Réunionese minors in national
education books and manuals, and for it to be taught in schools, after validation by
the CSP (Conseil Supérieur des Programmes) and the holding of a conference on the
content of the syllabus ; 

. the creation of a place of remembrance and a resource and interpretation centre, the
institution of a day of commemoration of this tragedy ;

. the establishment of a new commission that would complete the work done by the previous
commission whose mandate was particularly limited ;

. to open the fight on the rights of the child today and tomorrow, to fight against child abuse
because the children of La Creuse are the very example of what should not be done, some
of them have experienced serious abuse (sexual, within the church, incest, mistreatment).
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These former minors are now between 40 and 75 years old (the end of their forced exile was in
1984). 

They share a common destiny with France and Reunion Island, their island of birth. 

Some of them are in great suffering due to the many psychological, social and material
difficulties linked to the transplantations they underwent in their childhood.

Website

2°) Paedophilia in the Church : a French issue, a European issue

In October 2021, a "minimum estimate" by the Independent Commission on Sexual Abuse in
the Church, gives 2.5% to 2.8% of priests and religious people who have committed sexual
assault or rape out of approximately 216,000 victims who were of age and alive at the time of
the report. For more than twenty years, the Catholic Church has been going through a major
crisis: the scandal of paedophilia cases.

In many countries, especially in Europe, members of the clergy are accused of sexual abuse of
minors. Investigations and official reports are multiplying: thousands of victims are concerned.
The Vatican is shaken by the crisis. So much so that Pope Francis, and before him Benedict
XVI, apologised for the "damage caused" to children by paedophile priests. A stance that
reflects the seriousness of the situation. 

For the historian Philippe Portier, member of the independent commission on sexual abuse in
the Catholic Church (Ciase): "Clerical predation remains at a significant level, although less
than in the first decades of the period analysed. 

- Source " Journal le Monde " 05 October 2021
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https://www.lemonde.fr/societe/article/2021/10/05/pedophilie-dans-l-eglise-la-predation-clericale-demeure-a-un-niveau-significatif-quoique-moins-eleve-que-dans-les-premieres-decennies-de-la-periode-analysee_6097204_3224.html
https://www.federationdesenfantsderacinesdesdrom.com/
https://www.associationfranceinitiativejustice.com/_files/ugd/0fdffd_409682f912324094b780028e6117d5fd.pdf


issued by the Registrar of the Court

ECHR 221 (2022)
29.06.2022

Grand Chamber hearing Sanchez v. France 

The European Court of Human Rights is holding a Grand Chamber1 hearing today Wednesday 29 
June 2022 at 9.15 a.m. in the case of Sanchez v. France (application no. 45581/15).

The case concerns the criminal conviction of the applicant, at the time a local councillor who was 
standing for election to Parliament, for incitement to hatred or violence against a group of people or 
an individual on the grounds of their membership of a specific religion, following his failure to take 
prompt action in deleting comments posted by others on the wall of his Facebook account.

A recording of the hearing will be available this afternoon on the Court’s Internet site 
(www.echr.coe.int). After the hearing the Court will begin its deliberations, which will be held in 
private. Its ruling in the case will, however, be made at a later stage.

The applicant, Julien Sanchez, is a French national who was born in 1983 and lives in Beaucaire 
(France).   

At the time of the events, Mr Sanchez – currently mayor of the town of Beaucaire and chair of the 
Rassemblement National (National Rally) group in the Occitanie Regional Council – was standing for 
election to Parliament for the Front National (FN) in the Nîmes constituency. F.P., at that time a 
member of the European Parliament (MEP) and first deputy to the mayor of Nîmes, was one of his 
political opponents. On 24 October 2011 Mr Sanchez published a post about F.P. on the wall of his 
publicly accessible Facebook account, which was managed by him personally: “While the FN has 
launched its new national website on schedule, spare a thought for the Nîmes UMP [Union for a 
Popular Movement] MEP [F.P.], whose site, which was supposed to be launched today, is displaying 
an ominous triple zero on its home page ...”. Another user, S.B., wrote the following comment: “This 
great man has transformed Nîmes into Algiers, there is not a street without a kebab shop and 
mosque; drug dealers and prostitutes reign supreme, no surprise he chose Brussels, capital of the 
new world order of sharia .... Thanks UMPS [amalgam of UMP and Socialist Party], at least that saves 
us on the flights and hotel ... I love this free version of Club Med ... Thanks [F.] and kisses to Leila 
([L.]) ... Finally, a blog that changes our life ...” A further user, L.R., added three other comments 
directed at Muslims.

On 25 October 2011 L.T., the partner of F.P., became aware of the comments. Feeling directly and 
personally insulted by what she viewed as “racist” statements, she went straight away to the 
hairdressing salon managed by S.B., whom she knew personally. S.B. deleted his comment 
immediately.

On 26 October 2011 L.T. wrote to the Nîmes public prosecutor to lodge a criminal complaint against 
Mr Sanchez, S.B. and L.R. on account of the offending comments published on Mr Sanchez’s 
Facebook page. On 27 October 2011 Mr Sanchez posted a message on the wall of his Facebook 
account inviting users to “monitor the content of [their] comments”, but did not intervene in 
relation to the comments already posted.

1  Under Article 43 of the European Convention on Human Rights, within three months from the date of a Chamber judgment, any party 
to the case may, in exceptional cases, request that the case be referred to the 17-member Grand Chamber of the Court. In that event, a 
panel of five judges considers whether the case raises a serious question affecting the interpretation or application of the Convention or 
its protocols, or a serious issue of general importance, in which case the Grand Chamber will deliver a final judgment. If no such question 
or issue arises, the panel will reject the request, at which point the judgment becomes final. Otherwise Chamber judgments become final 
on the expiry of the three-month period or earlier if the parties declare that they do not intend to make a request to refer.
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Mr Sanchez, S.B. and L.R. were summoned to appear before the Nîmes Criminal Court in connection 
with the publication of the comments in question on the wall of the applicant’s Facebook account, to 
answer charges of incitement to hatred or violence against a group of people, in particular L.T., on 
the grounds of their origin or their membership or non-membership of a specific ethnic group, 
nation, race or religion. On 28 February 2013 the Criminal Court found Mr Sanchez, S.B. and L.R. 
guilty as charged and ordered each of them to pay a fine of 4,000 euros (EUR). S.B. and Mr Sanchez 
were also ordered, jointly and severally, to pay the sum of EUR 1,000 to L.T., the civil-party claimant, 
in compensation for non-pecuniary damage. The court concluded that, having set up a public 
communication service by electronic means on his own initiative for the purpose of exchanging 
opinions, and having left the offending comments still visible as of 6 December 2011, Mr Sanchez 
had failed to act promptly in stopping their dissemination and was therefore guilty as the “producer” 
of an online public communication site, and hence as the principal offender.

Mr Sanchez and S.B. appealed. S.B. subsequently withdrew his appeal.

The Nîmes Court of Appeal upheld the guilty verdict against Mr Sanchez, reducing the fine to 
EUR 3,000. It also ordered him to pay L.T. EUR 1,000 in costs. The Court of Appeal held that the 
Criminal Court had been correct in finding that the comments clearly defined the group of people 
concerned, namely those of Muslim faith, and that associating the Muslim community with crime 
and insecurity in the city of Nîmes was likely to arouse a strong feeling of rejection or hostility 
towards that group. Moreover, it held that by knowingly making his Facebook wall public, 
Mr Sanchez had assumed responsibility for the content of the comments posted – which, according 
to the statements he had made to justify his position, he considered compatible with freedom of 
expression – and that his status as a political figure required even greater vigilance on his part.

The applicant appealed on points of law to the Court of Cassation, which in a judgment of 17 March 
2015 dismissed his appeal.

Procedure
The application was lodged with the European Court of Human Rights on 15 September 2015.

The applicant submitted that his conviction on account of comments posted by others on the wall of 
his Facebook account was in breach of Article 10 (freedom of expression) of the European 
Convention on Human Rights.

In its judgment of 2 September 2021, the Court held, by six votes to one, there had been no violation 
of Article 10 (freedom of expression) of the European Convention.

On 17 January 2022 the case was referred to the Grand Chamber at the applicant’s request.

The European Information Society Institute O.Z. and Media Defence, together with the Governments 
of Czech Republic and Slovakia were granted leave to intervene in the written proceedings as third 
parties.

Composition of the Court
The case will be heard by a Grand Chamber, composed as follows:

Robert Spano (Iceland), President,
Jon Fridrik Kjølbro (Denmark),
Georges Ravarani (Luxembourg),
Marko Bošnjak (Slovenia),
Gabriele Kucsko-Stadlmayer (Austria)
Krzysztof Wojtyczek (Poland),
Faris Vehabović (Bosnia and Herzegovina)
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Egidijus Kūris (Lithuania),
Branko Lubarda (Serbia),
Georgios A. Serghides (Cyprus),
Lətif Hüseynov (Azerbaijan),
María Elósegui (Spain),
Erik Wennerström (Sweden),
Saadet Yüksel (Türkiye),
Ana Maria Guerra Martins (Portugal),
Mattias Guyomar (France),
Andreas Zünd (Switzerland), judges,
Armen Harutyunyan (Armenia),
Gilberto Felici (San Marino),
Kateřina Šimáčková (Czech Republic), substitute judges,

and also Marialena Tsirli, Registrar.

Representatives of the parties

Government
Tanguy Stehelin, Co-agent, 
Benoît Chamouard, Jean-Baptiste Desprez, Milène Blanchard, Paloma Reparaz, and Alexandra Roux, 
Advisers;

Applicant
David Dassa-Le Deist and Sylvie Josserand, Counsel.

Mr Julien Sanchez, the applicant in the case, will also attend the hearing.

This press release is a document produced by the Registry. It does not bind the Court. Decisions, 
judgments and further information about the Court can be found on www.echr.coe.int. To receive 
the Court’s press releases, please subscribe here: www.echr.coe.int/RSS/en or follow us on Twitter 
@ECHR_CEDH.

Press contacts
echrpress@echr.coe.int | tel: +33 3 90 21 42 08

We would encourage journalists to send their enquiries via email.

Denis Lambert (tel.: + 33 3 90 21 41 09)
Tracey Turner-Tretz (tel.: + 33 3 88 41 35 30)
Inci Ertekin (tel.: + 33 3 90 21 55 30)
Neil Connolly (tel.: + 33 3 90 21 48 05)
Jane Swift (tel.: + 33 3 88 41 29 04)

The European Court of Human Rights was set up in Strasbourg by the Council of Europe member 
States in 1959 to deal with alleged violations of the 1950 European Convention on Human Rights.
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- The present -

Although today there is a profusion of information (films, documentaries, scientific publications,
songs, etc.) relating to the problem of child abuse (abusive placements by the tens of
thousands each year, sexual, psychological and physical violence within religious, educational
and sports institutions, etc.) nothing seems to have changed and there is still a long way to go
in the area of recognition and improvement of children's rights.

Child abuse in the institution today in France

1°) Child placement in France today: enormous financial resources

Today, "child protection" concerns more than 300,000 children in France (1). Among these,
there are about 3,000 wards of the state, 190,000 (and growing) children placed in homes and
foster families. The others are subject to an Open Educational Action in the Family (AEMO)
measure (2), consisting of the intervention of a social worker for a variable period (from 6
months to 2 years). The annual budget reaches 8.5 billion euros (3), not including staff costs.
These expenses are covered by the departments and there is a great disparity from one
department to another depending on its resources and social policy.

A huge budget, colossal means that are constantly increasing, and yet the inefficiency of the
institution is growing, institutional abuse is being pointed out (4), recognised and demonstrated,
without anything changing.

2°) "Child protection": a suffering machine, abusive placements

To describe the situation of child placement in France today, we can refer to the reports (5) (6) (7)

by the Inspector General of Social Affairs (IGAS) Pierre NAVES, who already recognised in
2020 that more than 50% of placements were not justified. This report highlights the fact that
families are excluded from decisions taken for the child, that the child is separated, de facto,
from his or her family and irreversibly until he or she comes of age. While in a number of cases
children are actually victims within their families and placement is unavoidable, in too many
cases child placements are not justified. The institutional machinery is then unable to manage
these too many cases properly and does not have sufficient capacity to deal with proven cases
of abuse, which are often too complex to be handled by insufficiently trained teams.

Beyond the figures, these are human tragedies, tragedies for the families (sometimes isolated
parents), anxiety-provoking situations for the children and tragedies for all these children, very
few of whom manage to develop emotionally, psychologically (or even physically in the case of
disabled children) and socially.

2.1 - the numerous testimonies

In its 2015 report (8), the Association "Autisme France" stresses:

"The recent relentlessness of the ASE services against a single-parent family, from whom a
recent judgement removes his or her three children, for Münchhausen syndrome by proxy, has
aroused intense emotion in the field of autism, with one question: how could we have reached
such a stage of dysfunction? The answer is as simple as it is terrifying: the social services of
the départements are lawless zones, where innocent victims can be attacked, sometimes with
no defence, without control. The staff do not really have any adapted  training, the  disability  is
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not. Where autism is known, it is still often based on a light psychoanalytical vision and
mother's can be accused without proof of pathologies invented out of thin air, with the
complicity of the judicial system and the experts it appoints. No one can say that they are
unaware of the problem: many reports exist that denounce the abuses. That we are not even
able to know in this country how many disabled children are in the ASE services is truly
scandalous. Nobody has done anything. Families continue to be threatened and terrorised,
and their children continue to be taken away from them in a totally arbitrary manner.

The very serious abuses highlighted are a national disgrace. They deserve an urgent and
serious investigation, with the presence of the associations that made them public, and
interministerial work to quickly bring remedy to the dysfunctions noted.

For the Comité Élargi de Défense de l'Individu et des Familles (CEDIF) (9), "the removal of
children from their families has become a real social phenomenon in France which feeds a
system, a sector of activity whose annual cost, including the remuneration of social workers,
amounts to 10 billion euros (CESE figures)... The "child protection" social services intend to
claim legitimacy through their declared intention to prevent abuse. However, the judicial
chronicle echoes the many cases in which the social services remained unresponsive and
unpunished while children died from deprivation of care and abuse. On the other hand, the
little-publicised scandals surrounding involuntary placements also show that social services
can become the instrument of children's misfortune, through clumsy and sometimes ill-
intentioned interventions.

In her book (10), "Rafles d'enfants en 2015", Sylvie CASTRO collects numerous testimonies of
families trapped by the ASE, when they come to seek help or are victims of "reports". This
book also gives the floor to social workers who express themselves anonymously, one of
whom states :

« As a social worker, I was in denial for a long time. I saw the evidence of abusive placements
of children in the department where I work. Like my colleagues, I am mandated to carry out
investigations with families. I discovered that some worrying information is fabricated or
orchestrated to undermine the family and justify intrusion into the family. »

The reports are not read or are only partially read to the parents. As they do not have a copy,
they have no means of defending themselves. The social workers present during the hearings
are not there to support the parents but to overwhelm them. The construction of the written
report makes it difficult to read, which means that the judges go straight to the conclusion and
ratify the social workers' request to set up an Open Educational Assistance or placement.

When social workers obtain educational action, they amplify or invent incidents during the
exercise of the measure in order to better maintain it.

I have seen workers euphoric and excited about getting a child placed because they had to
fight the parents' arguments before the judge.

We are in contact with people working in or with Child Protection who witness injustices,
abuses of power, dysfunctions leading to suffering for certain social workers, certain
organisations, children and parents.
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We could make an endless list of these abuses, but we hope that at last these victims will at
least be able to make themselves heard if they are not compensated for "proven institutional
abuse".

In the song "Enfants de la DASS" (11), the rapper Rhumantik (Belkacem Macloux) describes
the situation of reporting, isolation, and the suffering of children separated from their families.

2.2 - situations within the ASE :

Even crueler situations also occur on a regular basis, when the ASE succeeds in convincing
the judge that the complaining parent seeking protection for his or her child who has been
abused (physically or sexually) by the other parent, interprets this request as an expression of
Parental Alienation Syndrome (PAS) (12) and the child is separated from the complaining
parent and placed the authority of the abusive parent. This is a typical case where the French
ministerial directives prohibiting the use of PAS are not taken into account, leaving the child
victim in the hands of the abusive parent.

In other cases, foster families sexually abuse foster children. It is very rare that the facts come
to light and the institution seems untouchable. In his book "Laetitia ou la fin des hommes" (13),
Ivan JABLONKA illustrates the placement of twin sisters in a family in Nantes. Laetitia will end
her life (in 2011) raped and murdered while the institution was supposed to protect her.

In the documentary film "Enfants en souffrance, la honte, le livre noir de la protection de
l'enfance" (Children in pain, shame, the black book of child protection), sept. 2014 (4),
Alexandra RIGUET, Bernard LAINE report on the many dramatic situations of children who
are victims of abuse ill-treatment, maltreatment, and fatal accidents, within child protection
services. We will only cite the example of these young boys in a home in the city of Reims who
were sexually abused by the supervisor Pierre-Louis FALALA. How could a man, cousin of the
head of the ASE in the Marne department, already convicted of "indecent assault", be recruited
as a home supervisor?

In addition to sexual abuse, there are situations of prostitution for minors. Numerous
testimonies relate such facts. « Big shots » coerce young girls placed in homes into
prostitution for their own profit.

The sociologist Alain TARRIUS, from the University of Toulouse, an expert in criminality,
conducted an investigation at the Jonquera (border on the Spanish side). In his publication (14)

entitled "Criminal globalisation, Franco-Spanish border Alain TARRIUS testifies to a significant
presence of young minors, whose placements have been ordered in the department of the
Pyrénées Orientales, who are delivered to prostitution at the Jonquera. He tries to question the
departmental services of the Social Aid for Children. He was never received and received
death threats.

The dysfunctions of the Child Welfare Service are more than widespread, they are systemic.
For the sociologist Michel GIRAUD, from the University of Lyon 2, the action of the Social Aid
for Children is "a remedy worse than the evil" (15) (16).

For the past ten years, former children in care have been writing about their experiences in
care. The descriptions they give are terrible. Lyes LOUFFOK speaks of "the hell of the homes"
(17). Adrien DUROUSSET(18) describes his wandering life as a child in care, a displaced child.
On the internet, the testimonies of adolescents are legion (19).
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3°) A real fear for the future

But while everything (documentaries, press articles, books, songs, etc.) concurs in sharing the
systemic illtreatment action of the Aide Sociale à l'Enfance, the latter has ever more important
means at its disposal and no inflexion is felt.

On the contrary, a step seems to be taken towards imitating the placement and adoption policy
developed in Great Britain. Florence BELLONE (20), RTBF journalist in London, writes : « Child
protection in the United Kingdom is a legalized traffic that leads to a shameful crime : forced
adoption ».

In the face of parental inability to deal with the harm, the policy of placement could lead to a
policy of adoption when the original parents are loving and caring.

How can « child protection » remain outside the principles of the rule of law ? The principle of
presumption of innocence (a parent should be considered innocent until proven guilty) is not
applied. Its budgetary means are always more substancial wherease its efficiency in terms of
child development is very low (for an average cost of  44,000 euros per year and per child,
70% of children placed in care do not obtain a diploma and 40% of homeless people under the
age of 25 have been placed in by the ASE).

How can this institutional inertia be stopped? How can we stop abusive placements and return
children to their loving families? Today, few politicians are interested in this issue.

4°) A call to politicians, decision-makers

In 2009, in his report to the Court of Auditors, Philippe SEGUIN (21) concluded :

« In the end, it can be seen that the journey of protected children is often long and chaotic.
Children who are already weakened suffer the additional effects of poorly organised care.
They are often shuffled from institution to institution and in some cases, for lack of a suitable
solution, they are returned to their families or sometimes even housed in a hotel. In Paris, at
the end of 2006, 65 young people entrusted to the child welfare system were staying in
hotels ! As you can see, the picture is not satisfactory ».

For several years, Mr Jean LASSALLE, deputy mayor, has been listening to many parents and
has allowed working sessions to be organised at the National Assembly in which associations,
lawyers, doctors and professors have come to testify to these profound injustices, such as
those very common on the part of the social services to systematically blame the parents for
their children's illness.

Pierre VERDIER, lawyer, former inspector and director of social services, author of numerous
books on the subject including « L'ENFANT EN MIETTES » (22), also denounces abusive
placements and today is committed to defending these families.

Georges DOMERGUE, Magistrate, moreover recognises, that judges most of the time protect
each other, so that judgements on appeal are rarely effective.
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- Child placement : siblings will no longer be separated -

The National Assembly voted unanimously on Wednesday 7 July 2021 for the principle of
reuniting siblings in the same place of care in the event of the placement of children, a "step
forward" applauded by parliament members from all sides.

When children are placed in care, "the principle must be clearly affirmed on a ban on the
separation of siblings", stressed the Secretary of State Adrien TAQUET, during the first
reading of the child protection bill.

The government amendment states that « the child shall be accommodated with his or her
brothers and sisters, unless his or her interests require another solution ».

« In reality, this must be bearable. This is why the strategy of prevention and protection of
children, in its contractualisation section, provides for the financing by the State through the
departments of 600 new places for siblings", continued Adrien TAQUET.

This provision was welcomed by many parliament members.

MP'S and senators from both the right and the left have welcomed the provision, while
stressing how difficult it will be to implement in practice.

Marie-George BUFFET, a member of the Communist group and former minister, considered it
« very important to respect what has been built up in the lives of these siblings. Above all, we
will have to ensure that there are sufficient places to receive them. If the law allows it, it would
be a real shame if it did not follow in terms of concrete reception, let's make sure that there are
the means », she insisted.

- Giving custody of the child to the victim of domestic violence -

On another subject, the Assembly adopted an amendment by the Socialist Isabelle Santiago
which will allow the family court judge to entrust the victim of domestic violence, «  alone », with
the exercise of parental authority for the duration of a protection order.

According to the elected representative of Val-de-Marne, the aim is to avoid any pressure from
the violent parent during the period of the order. The rapporteur Bénédicte PÉTELLE and the
Secretary of State Adrien TAQUET agreed on the substance of the amendment, but were
unsuccessful in opposing it, arguing that this measure was already "satisfied by the law" -
source article Ouest France du 07/07/2021.
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THE PROPOSALS

1°) Separation between the ASE and the justice system

1.1 - We must find ways to ensure the independence of justice in the decisions made.
Justice must conduct its investigations independently and the judge must play his
role of arbitrator between the Child Welfare, the parents and their counsel, the
children and their counsel. The judge's decision must be objectively based on the
contradictory presentations. Today, many parents are assigned to follow behavioral
therapies when no facts require them and when, in conclusion, after a process of
several months, the psychiatrist concludes that the parents are in full mental health
and yet the child is not returned to his family.

1.2 - The child's lawyer, the parents' lawyer, must be able to play a role and have power
equivalent to that of the ESA. The child's lawyer must truly defend the child and no
longer be under the influence of the ESA-led system.

2°) Highlighting abuse within the institution

2.1 - Abuse within the institution (psychological, physical, sexual, etc.) in the different
reception structures, is unfortunately too often concealed, so as not to tarnish the
image of the institution. We need to think about setting up an effective control
structure for both prevention and repression. In France, Philippe Seguin concluded
that statistically, a control took place once every 26 years. It is probably several
controls per year that are necessary.

2.2 - The successive placements, displacements, replacements during the course of a
child's life are unfortunately very numerous, sometimes more than a dozen. The
objective of a single placement must be aimed at while waiting for the return of the
child to his or her family if this is possible.

3°) Official recognition of abuse and compensation

3.1 - Cases of abuse (abusive placement, psychological, physical, sexual, etc.) must be
recognized and the children who have suffered them must be compensated.

3.2 - Parents who are victims of abusive placements must be recognized and their
damages must be compensated.

3.3 - A legal committee could be organised to make specific proposals and to bring them
to the level of legal and regulatory decisions.

4°) Radical break with the punitive culture of the ASE

4.1 - The reflection must be developed in order to determine how to transform Child Social
Assistance into a true public service, i.e. a structure at the service of users (parents
and children).
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4.2 - A job profile should be drawn up characterizing the mission, role, powers and means
of the person in charge of the post of Secretary of State for Child Protection. A clear
commitment to these actions, his writings (sociologist, lawyer, administrative
manager, etc.) should be requested.

4.3 - From the ministry to local intervention within the departments, the mission to protect
children and families will have to be widely rediscussed by bringing together the main
actors (parents of children in care, former children in care, educators, social workers,
etc.).

4.4 - Similarly, the job profile of the head of the ASE at the departmental level should be
redefined by emphasizing the public service character.

4.5 - A reflection should be carried out to transform the training program for social workers
and a new program with new objectives must be established.

4.6 - Control of the "professional and human" level of psychologists.
Within the current administration of the ASE, psychologists have an inordinate power
and decisions are taken in ignorance of the real life of the child and his family. The
power of decision regarding the child's orientation should be distributed among the
different actors (parents, family assistants, social workers, etc.).

5°)  Provide the means for the return of children to their families

5.1 - While placement is officially a solution that is only used in extreme cases, the number
of placements has continued toincrease in recent years. Targets must be set to
accelerate the return of children to their families in each department.

5.2 - Reducing the number of children in care must mean a significant reduction in the
number of foster families, the number of places in homes, and the number of social
workers. A reasonable goal is to reduce placements by 50% in the current year.

5.3 - The budgets should remain constant for a few years so that the quality of the service
increases (selection and training of family assistants, training of educators, etc.,
accompaniment of the child's return to the family, etc.).

6°) Integration of "volunteers" in the various stages of social action

6.1 - While Child Welfare has an excessive power, and often corresponds to a real State
within the State, solutions must be sought to break this form of excessive power.

6.2 - Consideration should be given to opening the decision-making boards to
representatives of parents of children in care, including parents of abusive
placements, former children in care.

6.3 - Promotion of alternative experimental actions to help families globally to improve their
educational capacities, as has been done in some departments but unfortunately for
too short a time.
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These actions must break with the current absolute power of the ASE and move child
protection away from its repressive character towards a societal care.

6.4 - Assistance to families in difficulty (reception of single parents with their child(ren) in
foster and/or support families, sponsorship without separation of children from
parents).

7°) Radical transformation of the culture of the Aide Sociale à l'Enfance (ASE)

All of the above actions can only be carried out if the content of teaching, initial training and
continuing education is radically modified and based on a new paradigm. This new paradigm
must exclude the idea that families are by principle "defaulters" and guilty of abuse and must
be based on the notion of public service that the Child Welfare Service must provide.

Link : click
here 

Link : click
here 

THE CHILD ABUSE SCANDAL :
AN ORGANIZED

INSTITUTIONAL ABDUCTION ?
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6 – NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION (NGO) NETWORK 

A non-governmental organization (NGO) is a non-profit association of public interest that is
not under the control of the State or international institutions. NGOs do not have the status of
subjects of international law.

In particular, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) play a key role in focusing the attention
of the international community on human rights issues. NGOs monitor the actions of
governments and push them to act according to human rights principles.

Fondation Action Enfance : « The World Health Organization proposes the following
definition : « Child abuse or maltreatment consists of all forms of physical, emotional or
sexual mistreatment, neglect or negligent treatment, or forms of exploitation, including
commercial, resulting in actual or potential harm to the child's health, survival, development or
dignity in the context of a relationship of responsibility, trust or power ». - website link

BICE (Bureau International Catholique de l'Enfance) : Created in 1948, the Bureau
International Catholique de l'Enfance is an NGO for the protection of children under French law
(1901 law). BICE forms an international network composed of more than 80 organizations from
all over the world committed to the defense of the dignity and the rights of the child. In all our
actions and missions, we rely on the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), which BICE
helped to draw up and whose implementation we support. BICE is an international Catholic
association recognised by the Holy See. We work at the service of all children, without
discrimination or proselytism, whatever their origin, culture, nationality or religion - link to the
website

Innocence in Danger : Innocence in Danger (IED) is a worldwide movement for the protection
of children against all forms of violence, especially sexual violence. It is present in ten
countries and is a partner of international associations active in the fight against pedophile
crime - website link

ECPAT (End Child Prostitution, Child Pornography and Trafficking of Children for Sexual
Purposes) : founded in 1997, ECPAT France is a French child protection NGO, member of the
ECPAT International network. Its mandate is to fight against all forms of child trafficking and
sexual exploitation in France and abroad. Through its mission, ECPAT France consolidates
child protection systems so that every child can live in a world where his or her body is not a
commodity - website link

7 – POLICY NETWORK

The year 2022 is a key political year in France since the presidential and legislative elections
have taken place. It is therefore necessary to take advantage of this year to widely transmit our
European project and to raise the awareness of ALL POLITICAL PARTIES AND
MOVEMENTS as well as of all MP'S and senators.
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8 – SCIENTIFIC NETWORK

It seems essential to consolidate the citizen commitment in favor of abused children through a
theoretical analysis in three main areas : 

. sociology,

. psychology,

. law.

This research-action will consolidate the necessary societal progress on these issues and
tragedies.

It is well known that the current media engagement is based on an emotional
mobilization that cannot, by itself, be sufficient to base public policies.

Laurent SERMET, « Abus sexuels systémiques de mineurs - perspectives contemporaines sur
le droit de la responsabilité », to be published in Mélanges André Roux, 2022.

- Psychology -

The experience of former children from Reunion Island who were unaccompanied in
metropolitan France between 1962 and 1984 : a magnifying glass effect of the
experience of children placed in care by the Child Welfare Agency

Between 1962 and 1984, 2,015 Reunionese children were moved to mailand France, via the
institution of child protection. Following the resolution of the law passed in the National
Assembly in February 2014, a commission was appointed in 2016, consisting of two historians,
a geographer and a sociologist. In April 2018, a report was submitted to the Minister of French
Overseas Départments.

The historical facts gathered in the report, mostly from the archives, highlight the fact that this
exile took place within the framework of the practices and regulations that governed the child
welfare institution at that time. Thus, no evidence of child theft or abduction was found in the
files. However, these conclusions do not in any way call into question the subjectivity, i.e. the
experience of this exile by those who experienced it.

A first exploratory research has made it possible to evaluate the psychological repercussions
of this very specific experience, with people who were displaced in mainland France between
the ages of 2 and a half and 16 years. This research showed that these children had
experienced a parantage abuse, via « cumulative trauma », an abuse that is still active today
insofar as the French State has not yet recognized the suffering of these children. Most of
these children from Reunion Island have a certain number of psychological and somatic
disorders linked to their brutal disaffiliation and their experience of abandonment, often
aggravated by acts of abuse. Their still suspended identity is difficult, if not impossible, to
assume, and these difficulties can have repercussions on their descendants (Feldman, 2018 1 ;
2021a2 ; 2021b3, Feldman & Mansouri, 20184 ; 20215).
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One aspect of their trauma, shared by all, whatever their age and family history, is that of
having been exposed to often irremediable breaks in their first relationships. These ruptures
have had major repercussions on their psychological construction. These traumas correspond
to the effects of ruptures in the bonds of filiation (with their parents), affiliation (with their
cultural group), and ruptures with their geographical reference points. They change their
environment, their linguistic and cultural background. 

After the first separation from their mother and from their island, there follows a separation
from their mother tongue, since they are forbidden to speak Creole: French is the only possible
language, regardless of the child's age. 

Humiliation, mistreatment, sexual abuse before and/or after the trip are part of the traumatic
effects of exile for many of them. Many were mistreated in the homes of Reunion Island
(sexual abuse, confinement...), then by the adoptive families: used as "farm boys", or some
girls were sexually abused. Few of them have had access to education. 

Separation for the child is a source of anguish of loss and abandonment. The only words that
accompany these separations are untruthful, long lasting and still active today. Children are
often told that they are orphans or that they have been abandoned. 

Thus, the risks of depression, depersonalization, and attachment disorders are great. These
ruptures are at the origin of the internal discontinuity with a loss of continuous feeling of
existence, so important to allow the construction of the Subject. In addition, the parent-child
separation includes more broadly the separation from places and smells that are familiar to a
child. A child's ability to keep the image of a loved one alive is limited when he or she does not
have the opportunity to see or talk to that person. "Everything goes well for a few days, a few
weeks, and then suddenly the child does not know whether his mother really exists" (Winnicott,
1984, p.68).

Let us emphasize the fact that adoption often takes place following several other separations.
After the separation from his biological family, the child is placed in a home or nursery in
Reunion, then when he arrives in France, he is often directed towards a home or a foster
family where he can stay for a few weeks, months or even several years before being adopted.

The age at which separations occur is a particularly important factor. Indeed, the impact of
these separations will depend on the stage of the child's psychic life. The development of the
child is indeed all the more dependent on the contribution of the external reality that the child is
younger. The existence of a good primary object relationship, of language, of the capacity for
symbolization is a protective factor. 

The questions about the origin are present and constantly reactivated by the mockery, the
discriminations undergone in particular in connection with the fact that these children do not
have the same color of skin as their friends.

When we reach adolescence, life becomes particularly difficult. It is a period of psychological
rearrangement, but also a period during which ontological questions arise : Who do I look
like ? To which I belong ? Who do I want to be ? Questions about belonging are raised. This
passage is painfully lived. 
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Parenthood is also complex. This difficulty is linked to the ruptures, to a fluctuation or absence
of parental model, to the instability of their relationship to the primary object, which are
reactivated in their new parental status.

Years later, finding his traces and links in Reunion Island are necessary. But these reunions
reactivate old pains on both sides.

The experience is particularly painful, and the psychological repercussions are significant.

Thus the psychological disorders are important. They all share a deep experience of
abandonment. The symptomatology covers a wide spectrum: emotional and/or professional
instability, emotional lability, nightmares, fear of the dark, fear of confinement, hyperactivity,
addictive disorders, repeated suicide attempts which, for several of them, began in
adolescence and are often followed by stays in psychiatry  hospital, with a feeling of never
fitting in, anguish, anxiety, not fitting in anywhere, depression, somatic disorders such as
ulcerative colitis, psoriasis. 

Fragility occurs at each rupture requiring a psychological reorganization: adolescence,
maternity, separation with the spouse, adolescence of one's child,... reunion with Reunion
Island, return to mainland France,... These moments of vulnerability are manifested by periods
of depression, suicide attempts, moments of wandering,...

The ejection of the cultural envelope (Feldman, 20166), family and geographical envelope, to
which physical and psychological violence is often added, leads to the question of the
legitimacy of existence, which has never been resolved. These events suffered from the
departure from Reunion Island, until today, produce "cumulative traumas" defined by Masud
Khan as the accumulation of repeated failures of the maternal object in its role of "protective
barrier and auxiliary self" (1976, p.74)7. They have an impact on the development of the child
and its adult life. 

The life experience of displaced Reunionese children in mainland France is a magnifying glass
effect of the experience of children displaced from their families of origin and placed in order to
be protected from a traumatic environment. 

Two elements are fundamental to understanding the complexity of mother-child separation
disorders.

On the one hand, a baby cannot fail to attach (Bowlby, 1969)8 even to the most abusive
parent. It is not, therefore, the quality of the parenting that determines the strength of the bond.
In the case of a traumatic relationship, in order to protect the child and change the
environment, the bond to that parent must be taken care of so that the child does not feel
responsible or even guilty for a possible separation.

On the other hand, in order to be well constructed, a baby needs a continuous need to exist
Winnicott (1987)9 , i.e. he needs the same referent to take care of him, in a context that is
familiar to him, with his rituals, his ways of doing things...
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This « continuous sense of existence » provides the basis for structural stability that allows the
child to build an internal world and acquire an identity (Houzel, 2016) 10. This feeling provides
protection from anxieties that may threaten the child. This assumes that despite internal or
external changes, the child perceives something about him or herself, of the order of a
coherence, a stable internal unity. In the absence of this continuity, the child feels chaos,
disorder, even disaster... And he will grow in this way. The ruptures and the multiple
readjustments absorb a considerable psychic energy which is thus diverted from the work of
development of the child.

The effects of an unprepared separation, without care or support, are devastating for a child,
regardless of age, especially if the early ties were disharmonious and if the breaks are
repeated. Moreover, a child who is not protected by an adult he or she trusts, is also at risk of
being exposed to all types of violence. 

The adulthood of the Reunionese people who have been exiled from their family, from their
island (more than ten thousand kilometers from mainland France), to which we can add a
heritage marked by cultural annihilations (via colonization, slavery, engagism), shows the
destructive effects of a policy of child displacement.

- Sociology -

Memorandum of the conclusions of the report of the Vitale Commission and of some
actions that followed...

Philippe Vitale, June 2022 (the following lines commit only the author)

The report of the Vitale Commission, Study on the Transplantation of Minors from Reunion
(1962-1984), submitted to the Minister of Overseas Affairs in 2018, concluded the following.

During the 1960's and 1970's, the French state, officially in order to face the demographic
explosion and the economic underdevelopment from which Reunion suffers, organized the
emigration of some 75,000 Reunionese, through the intermediary of a state-owned company,
specially created for this purpose, the BUMIDOM (Bureau pour le développement des
Migrations Intéressant les Départements d'Outre-Mer), which operated from 1963 to 1982.
This policy is the concretization of a widely shared conviction, which appeared at the beginning
of the 1940's, concerning the unbearable distortion between the demographic growth and the
economic evolution of Reunion Island, synonymous with unemployment and misery. It also
follows various migratory episodes of the "colonizing colony" and mainly the experience of the
settlement of Reunionese peasants and their families in Sakay (Madagascar).

9 – ARTISTS WHO SUPPORT THE CAUSE (VIDEOS) - ongoing

List of artists who agree to support our cause with supporting videos.
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This institutionalised migration policy, which is mainly focused on the training and
professional integration of young adults, as well as on family reunification, includes a
singular component, which was programmed as early as 1962 : the transplantation of
minors under the jurisdiction of the ASE (Aide sociale à l'enfance) . It was difficult for
the Commission to specify the number. In fact, firstly, the deadline usually used, 1982, did
not mark the end of the shipments, since they continued at least until 1983 for different types
of minors and until today for adopted children. Secondly, there is a porosity between certain
categories of minors under the jurisdiction of the ASE (adolescents, girl-mothers, family
reunifications, etc.) and their counterparts under the direct jurisdiction of the BUMIDOM.
Finally, the final number is the result of cross-referencing different sources, some of which
the Commission cannot be certain to have overlooked, not to mention changes in the identity
of adoptees, possible duplications, and partial, disparate, or even contradictory statistics.
With all these reservations, as of 1 November 2017, the Commission has established the
number of transplanted minors at 2,015. This population can be divided into three age
groups: children under 6 years of age (30.7%), school-age children and adolescents from 6
to 15 years of age (49.3%) and young people from 16 to 21 years of age, of working age
(20%). This population includes 56.4% boys and 43% girls (0.6% unidentified).

These minors in the care of the DDASS (Directions départementales de l'action sanitaire
et sociale) are divided into three categories : wards, temporary foster children and
minors in custody. In theory, these three categories come under different administrative
and legal regimes, but in practice, in Reunion as in France, they all end up being assimilated
to « wards » who are more easily disposed of by the social services. Transplanted minors
were either fostered, placed in centres or adopted, the latter category accounting for at least
1/5 of the total. 

The Commission argued in its report that it is even more difficult to determine how many
there are today, given the time available for the expertise and the impossibility of cross-
referencing the available databases. Moreover, the vast majority of transplanted minors are
unaware that they are « children of la Creuse » and consequently cannot, or do not want to,
make themselves known : it is impossible to identify them on their own initiative. In addition,
there are the poorly quantified deaths, which the Commission estimated at 10% based on
the cross-checking of partial documents. The number of ex-minors still alive in 2018 can
therefore be put at around 1,800 people, of whom around one fifth returned to Réunion. In
addition to their geographical distribution, the Commission also attempted to draw up a
picture of their demographic, economic and social situation, in comparison with the
Reunionese « community » in France, the Reunionese population and the national average.
This approach, which reveals the originality of the population concerned, should, according
to the Commission, be completed by more in-depth studies. 

According to the report, the fate of these transplanted minors varies greatly from the moment
of their arrival in France. They were sent to school, training or apprenticeships in line with
the profile they had been assigned. The results were uneven. This same disparity is found
once the minors have left the social service and become masters of their own destiny.
Overall, while some have been failures, others have been successes, although the majority
of ex-minors seem to belong to the lowest categories of the population, as do minors
generally under the care of the ASE, regardless of their geographical origin.
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What the statistics cannot show, the Commission said, is that the shock of transplantation,
an undeniable reality, has a differentiated impact on individuals, regardless of their degree of
social success.

Since the mid-1990s, and especially since 2002, when Jean-Jacques Martial initiated the
trial, the « la Creuse children » affair has burst into the public eye and is regularly reported in
the media. Kidnapping, deportation, exile, slavery, stolen childhoods, lies, broken lives,
suicides... are the words that come up most often in the speeches. The research carried out,
the critical study of documents and the recontextualisation of these events reveal, according
to the Commission, a gap between memories and history. On the one hand, there are
constructed and reconstructed speeches, which have their share of veracity and inaccuracy,
expressing feelings and intentionality; on the other hand, documents of an administrative
nature, private correspondence, statistics and interviews, which also contain their share of
subjectivity and their limits. The discrepancy that a critical analysis reveals between, on the
one hand, the speeches of the transplanted persons and, on the other hand, the written and
oral documentation relating to this episode, bears witness to the traumas, to the share of
truth or opportunism of the first named. 

The report indicates that at all stages of this transplantation of minors, terms were attached
that do not correspond to the historical reality. This is the case of the « thefts »,
« abductions » and « raids » of children allegedly committed by the ASE. Beyond the variety
of cases, the shortcomings and failings of the ASE, which are reflected in the uneven quality
of individual files, and the brutality of the ASE's operations, at the time, in Reunion, as in
France, there is no evidence that could be used by a judicial institution to give legal content
to the words used above and relayed by the media. Concerning the word «  convoy », this is
a term usually used by the social services to designate the movement of children from the
ASE from one point to another on the national territory, whether it is a « placement » or a
holiday stay. The term « deportation » is used by some, in good faith, to express their
feelings. Some post-war child psychiatrists have also sometimes incorporated it into their
vocabulary in order to question the public authorities about dramatic situations in the ASE.
Others use it to link the transplantation of minors to the deportations of the Second World
War, which are recognised as a « crime against humanity » and therefore not subject to any
statute of limitations, which would make it possible for the courts to examine the merits of
the grievances formulated by certain transplanted ex-minors. It appears from the study of the
files that neither in law nor in reality was it a « deportation » in the sense that it is generally
understood.  It is also easy to make the connection between « deportation » and slavery,
especially for minors from « old slave colonies ». It is true that some minors placed by the
ASE in agriculture, or in other sectors (domestic workers, certain apprenticeships, etc.) have
been exploited and mistreated. This mistreatment, which was unfortunately the lot of other
children in the ASE, regardless of their geographical origin, was undoubtedly aggravated in
the case of minors transplanted from Reunion, but it is above all a reflection of the
shortcomings of the ASE in terms of « placements » and their supervision, and not of a
general and deliberate desire to enslave any minor.

The generally accepted view is that the « children » were sent to « repopulate » the deserted
French countryside. Given the scale of this problem, the report stresses that it is not
sustainable that approximately 2,000 minors spread over 83 departments over twenty years
could have participated in any significant way in a "repopulation".
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In reality, if they were directed towards mainly rural departments, it was because there were
reception structures available and it was necessary to support a certain economic activity
there. 

If some rural departments, such as la Creuse or Lozère, received a significant number of
minors, this was due to the personal involvement of certain DDASS directors who had
worked in Réunion and had ties there. La Creuse received the largest contingent and its
name was given to this « affair ». 

The « scandalous » and political aspect of this « deportation of children » is due to the role
attributed to Michel Debré, whose political weight and strong opinions crystallise oppositions.
It was the former Prime Minister, who became a deputy for Reunion Island, who imagined
and implemented this policy. This assertion is invalidated by chronology : Michel Debré was
elected in May 1963, whereas the emigration policy, in general, and the transplantation of
minors, in particular, were conceived and began to be implemented before this date. It is
undeniable, however, that because of his appreciation of the economic, demographic and
social situation of Reunion, the non-implementation of the Plan in the field of migration and
his conception of the Republic, he put all his authority into giving this policy a momentum
and a scope hitherto unknown.

It is also certain that this institutionalised migration pays little attention to the fact
that these minors come from physical, cultural, social and human environments that
are very different from those to which they are being transplanted. This indifference is
linked, on the one hand, to the conception of the child that prevailed at the time and,
on the other, to the reminiscences of colonial domination that are still perceptible in
certain behaviours. 

The report indicates several times in its chapters that the transplantation of minors can be
linked to the emigration policy pursued by the BUMIDOM. From the outset, but with an
accentuation from the mid-1970s onwards, this state-owned company with commercial
status was the subject of increasingly sharp criticism from a section of public opinion,
particularly from opposition circles. BUMIDOM was accused of practising the « reverse slave
trade », of emptying the overseas territories of their vital forces, and of providing a docile
and cheap labour force to the French business community and bourgeoisie. 

The report underlines that, curiously, the criticisms made in parallel, both in the press and in
the General Council of Reunion, with regard to the transplantation of minors, received little
echo during this period. While today, in Reunion, migration policy enjoys the support of
public opinion and the financial resources of the state and local authorities, and while the
criticisms levelled at BUMIDOM or its successor organisations (ANT, LADOM) have been
silenced, the « transplanted minors » component is unanimously denounced by the media,
thus anchoring an abysmal image of this transplantation in public opinion. 

For the authors of the report, this shift in public opinion is taking place in a context of
demands for remembrance, dating back to the 1990s, concerning subjects as diverse as the
Shoah, slavery, apartheid, war crimes, the « Senegalese riflemen », and more recently,
displaced children. We should probably also see this as the result of the work of «  memory
entrepreneurs », « a profession like any other », according to Sarah Gensburger and
Sandrine Lefranc, in their book  « À quoi servent les politiques de mémoires ? » published in
2017. And this, in a context of exacerbated competition between the media, conducive to
one-upmanship. 29



Quite naturally, the combined action of individual minors, associations and the media led to
political action. According to the authors of the report, the memorial resolution of the
National Assembly and the creation of the Commission itself are the most significant
manifestations of this. On all the subjects that have arisen, the « children of la Creuse »,
the institutionalisation of emigration, the aftermath of colonisation and the rights of
the child, according to the Vitale Commission, it is important to act to repair the past
and to build the future. The Commission made recommendations in this sense at the
end of its report.

Beyond the measures that have already been taken or that could be enacted in favour of
former minors who have been transplanted, it is essential, for the authors of the report, not
to forget all those who have suffered directly or indirectly from this affair. There is no
question of diminishing the suffering endured by the former minors, but others too have
experienced painful situations, suffered unfounded stigmatisation, and experienced
sometimes profound trauma : social workers, the population of la Creuse and other host
departments, legitimate and adoptive parents, foster families, legitimate and adoptive
siblings, reception centres, not forgetting the various organisations and institutions whose
image may have been, for some, unjustly tarnished. 

In short, the report states, the « la Creuse children » affair highlights the
shortcomings and failings of child welfare for all minors in mainland France and
overseas, who were placed under the responsibility of the State and who caused
direct or collateral suffering. This is why, in the interests of concord and appeasement, the
report concludes by indicating that this situation must be solemnly recognised, at the
highest level of the State, so that the persons concerned can be restored to their
dignity and, if necessary, regain their self-esteem and confidence in others. 

To the transplanted minors, the Commission declares in conclusion of the report that thanks
to their struggle, the fate of these minors is now known by the public opinion, recognised by
the Authorities, both at the level of local communities and the National Assembly, as well as
at the highest level of the State. The affair of the « children of la Creuse » has now entered
into history. 

The report and after...

Since the report was submitted to the Minister for Overseas France in 2021, the Vitale
Commission has contributed to the inclusion of this episode in the history and geography
curricula of secondary schools in the DROM. As it had indicated in its recommendations, a
psychological system was set up by the Ministry of Overseas France in France and in
Réunion. As the Commission has always affirmed, reparation also requires the recognition
and teaching of this history. This is what the ex-Commission did in 2021 with the publication
of a synthetic work accessible to all, a book that summarises the main lines and questions of
the episode : W. Bertile, P. Eve, G. Gauvin, Philippe Vitale : « Les enfants de la Creuse,
Idées reçues sur la transplantation de mineurs de La Réunion en France, », Paris « Le
Cavalier bleu ». And, as they had promised, Gilles Gauvin and Philippe Vitale have also
published, in 2021, a book, a tool for teachers to help in the transmission of the episode of
the transplantation of the Réunionnais de la Creuse « Enseigner l'histoire des enfants de la
Creuse » (Teaching the history of the children of la Creuse), Paris, Canopé, Collection
Éclairer.
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10 – SWOT ANALYSIS 

The SWOT analysis is a table of situations.

11 - NEEDS: TWO AXES

1°/ Working for rehabilitation: a necessity to maintain memory

It now remains to determine what action is needed to achieve our objectives. In this
perspective, we propose the following modus operandi, which could revolve around the
establishment of a « victims' fund ». This would not only be a compensation fund, but rather a
resource centre on these issues related to childhood. This tool would have a dual mandate,
one focused on assistance to victims of abuse, the second on reparation.

Thus, the aim would be to provide assistance for the victims and their families, to help with
their psychological and physical rehabilitation and to provide individual legal aid, including for
the beneficiaries, as some of these ex-children are currently dead, but they may have
beneficiaries who need assistance (access to the file, finding the original identity, knowing their
biological parents, help with the repatriation of the bodies, etc.).

This tool could also be a resource and research centre, or even a mediation centre, allowing
us to capitalise on the fruits of our activities and previous actions.

2°/ Justice initiative (setting up a national commission)

We could reflect on the globalisation of legislation that is currently scattered in different areas
(criminal, family, juvenile law) without forgetting the international conventions relating to the
protection of people's rights (ECHR, Convention on the Rights of the Child, etc.) in order to
bring together and improve all of these texts in a body of legislation such as the "Children's
Code", which would integrate current knowledge and experience of family policies. This tool
would be a mixed structure made up of representatives of the State and local authorities, since
it would be set up by the authorities, but also including representatives of civil society, non-
profit organisations and private foundations as well as professionals.

FORCES

1°/ the visibility and commitment of the work done
by Valérie ANDANSON

2°/ the varied experiences of the French members
of « Justice Initiative »

3°/the support of the Swiss members of the
« Justice Initiative »

OPPORTUNITIES

1°/ the competitive environment for NGOs
involved in concerned with child welfare :

Building elements of leadership

2°/ the European Justice Initiative network in
in favor of the situation of children without

parental protection : support
to the action of Initiative Justice

3°/  the empathic cause : passing it on
 widely by taking advantage of the new majorities

 from the 2022 presidential elections

FRAGILITIES

1°/ the French society interested (more widely
each of us) but little involved in the victim issues

2°/ the disparity of NGOs in the field of aid
to children

3°/ the absence of a tradition or the lack of tropism
in France for collective reparations

THREATS

1°/ the confinement of support to the MOM alone
(Ministry of Overseas France)

2°/ the difficulty of getting compensation accepted
as a public decision (low financial support)

3°/ the confinement in a partisan current
determined
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In this way, this centre - which will initiate and enable a national reflection - will be able to take
up at an international level the problems of childhood, in particular those linked to civil status
(the question of ghost children is a fundamental question that states do not address, the
question of the right to one's origins, children forcibly recruited, illegal adoptions ....).

12 - PAST ACTIONS

Justice Initiative Symposium
"European Response to Child Abuse » 17 - 19 September 2021 in Bern

On the weekend of September 17, a symposium was held in Bern, launching the "Justice
Initiative" in the presence of 14 European countries (Switzerland, Germany, Ireland, France,
Italy, Spain, Romania, Portugal, Belgium, Holland, Greece, Kosovo, Norway, Finland). The
Federation of Uprooted Children of the DROM was invited to participate on behalf of France.

This symposium was organized at the initiative of Guido FLURI (Guido FLURI Foundation), a
Swiss billionaire, and brought together representatives of victims' organizations, academia,
NGOs (Non Governmental Organizations), the authorities, the church and the media. His
foundation has been involved in child protection for many years.

With this political initiative, child abuse, especially in state and church institutions, is to be
addressed in a common way in all European countries.

First, each country presented its organization, its experiences with abused children, its
injustices, its actions, its expectations from politicians, governments and this symposium.

All the European countries represented have one thing in common: the violation of the human
rights of the child for decades. It is everyone's responsibility to put an end to this.

The terms used during the interventions are common to the different countries represented :

- Forced exile of children by the authorities ;
- Cheap labor ;
- Homes managed by closed institutions ;
- Suffering and injustice ;
- Physical and psychological violence, mistreatment, exploitation and abuse,

abandonment ;
- Lack of initiative to remedy past mistakes, lack of intervention.

Each country then outlined its current and future actions for « repair » :

- Use of the media to disseminate information ;
- Demand for recognition by governments, public apology ;
- Investigation of abuses to create a "collective memory": in camera hearings of victims,

creation of a database, public hearings and conferences ;
- Appointment of expert committees, advisory committees ;
- Determining the appropriate structures to treat and compensate victims ;
- Identification of psychological, legal, criminological and structural aspects ;
- Opposition to the continuation of such acts.

The transitional justice approach was addressed by Mr. Laurent SERMET but also by a
representative from Germany.
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Transitional justice is closely related to international criminal law. According to Germany,
transitional justice has 4 objectives :

- Live up to justice and punish the perpetrators ;
- Determine the truth about injustices and their causes ;
- Compensating victims and their families ;
- Develop strategies to prevent the resurgence of mob violence and contribute to the

establishment of democracy and the rule of law.

The fight of the ex-reunionnais
of la Creuse will continue

at the European level
Web link, click here 
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Meeting on abuse in the church - March 8, 2022 in Aix-en-Provence

« Le mardi de Saint-Eutrope », which includes three parishes, proposed the following
reflection : 

« A Legal Perspective on the Sauvé Commission and its Work ».

This reflection was animated by Mr. Laurent SERMET on Tuesday, March 8, 2022 in the large
room of the church of Saint-Eutrope (Aix-en-Provence).

The 3 documents listed below, which will allow you to delve into the details of the "Sauvé"
report, and especially into the substance of the problem that it brought to light. The
participation in this meeting was all the more enriching.

- list of the 45 recommendations of the "Sauvé" report

- resolutions voted by the Bishops of France on 8 November 2021

- meeting with Christophe Dufour-Laïcs on the ICASE report 1 February 2022

POWER-POINT
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The Italian photographer Simone Padovani has been touring Europe photographing victims
and carrying out his European Traveller's Justice Initiative project, which aims to raise
awareness of the growing problem of child abuse and ill-treatment among citizens and
institutions, with the ultimate aim of contributing to the evolution of child protection legislation in
European countries.

This initiative is a great honour and an opportunity to give a voice to all those who are usually
silenced. It is a unique opportunity to give a European framework to these issues. He strongly
wishes to involve the institutions, with a shared action between this project and the different
hubs that Justice Initiative has created in each European country, to be able to give a change
even at the legislative level.

The first exhibition took place in Venice during the Biennal Artevent at the end of April 2022.

Mr Simone Padovani is an international photojournalist who works for international agencies
such as Getty Images and Universal Pictures, and his images have been published in major
international magazines such as The New York Times, National Geographic, The Guardian,
Die Spiegel, Focus and many others. He is also a community psychologist who collaborates
with the University of Padua on the Photovoice technique, which he adapted to the Italian
system in 2007, and with which he works on international projects for the empowerment of
people's lives.

His first trip covered the following countries: Italy, Switzerland, Spain, Portugal, France,
England and Ireland, Belgium, Holland, Czech Republic, Germany, Austria, Albania, Greece,
Serbia, Bulgaria, Romania, Moldova, Ukraine, Poland, Hungary, Croatia, Slovenia, Lithuania,
Latvia, Estonia, Russia, Sweden, Finland, Norway and Denmark.

Link to the photo exhibition on 21 May 2022 in Venice :

European touring exhibition
of photographs and multimedia

Website, click
here 
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13 -  HISTORY OF THE POLITICAL INITIATIVE IN SWITZERLAND

Child abuse and the lack of historical reassessment is a pan-European problem. In this
context, Switzerland is a model for dealing with the past. A political initiative has led to a
comprehensive solution.

At the centre were: the truth about child abuse, official recognition, reparation, prevention.

This successful path should be followed at European level.  Switzerland's experience will be
the basis for policy work at European level.

In Switzerland, tens of thousands of children and young people have been employed by the
authorities on farms as a source of cheap labour, or placed in poorly managed homes, or in
closed institutions or even prisons, without any form of court order.

These children and young people have often experienced untold suffering and injustice. 

In some cases, they have been exposed to immense physical and psychological violence,
exploitation, sexual abuse and have also suffered enormously from separation from their
parents and siblings.

In particular, thanks to a popular initiative of the Guido FLURI Foundation with more than
100,000 signatures collected, a lot has changed at the social and political level in a short
period of time, which has led to a review of the legislation.

In record time, the Federal Act on Compulsory Social Measures and Placements before 1981
(MSA) was drafted and passed by both houses of parliament with a clear majority. The law
came into force on 1 April 2017 and the process of acquiring the past is underway.

An international symposium in Bern in mid-September was a first step in this direction. The
situation in various European countries was discussed and representatives of the Federal
Office of Justice, among others, showed how Switzerland has implemented the process of
coming to terms with its past and how targeted self-help projects help survivors and victims,
beyond legal solutions.

The symposium brought together international experts, affected persons and their
representative organisations, and media representatives from Switzerland and abroad. On the
occasion of the symposium, the participants decided to launch a motion to the Council of
Europe - source Web Justice Initiative.
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14 -  MOTION

In autumn 2021, a motion was submitted to the Council of Europe.

The basis of the motion is a memorandum of understanding that was signed earlier at a major
European symposium in Switzerland. At the heart of the initiative are four demands.

 - TEXT OF THE MOTION -

Child abuse in Europe: truth, recognition, repair and prevention

The Parliamentary Assembly considers that states should put in place effective systems to
achieve the following four objectives :

The truth about child abuse

The Council of Europe (CoE) and the Member States (MS) should ensure an independent
scientific investigation of violations of children's rights and encourage public debate on these
issues. The enquiry should be comprehensive. Experts from different fields of social sciences
should be engaged to conduct sound scientific research.

Official recognition

The CoE and Member States  should provide for the official recognition of children who have
suffered all types of sexual, physical and psychological abuse (including the negative impact of
discrimination), in particular abuse suffered in private and public/church institutions and
experienced in out-of-home placements, forced adoption or separation from their mothers.
Acknowledgement and apology by the State should be provided in accordance with
international best practice and standards.

Repair

The CoE and MS should provide for formal reparation to children who have suffered any form
of sexual, physical and psychological violence. The CoE and MS should ensure that victims
receive some form of reparation and/or solidarity contribution;  the amount should be
determined in accordance with international best practice. Those who, as children, have been
seriously affected by such violations of human and children's rights should be entitled to
reparation.

Individuals should have the right to receive reparation or a solidarity contribution without time
limitation. The time when the abuse occurred and the time when the person discloses the
abuse should not be a justification for refusing any reparation or contribution.

Prevention

The CoE and Member States should ensure that existing legislation in MS focuses on the
protection of all children from abuse and ill-treatment ; prevention work should be
strengthened.

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe should also make recommendations in
this regard.
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15 - FUTURE ACTIONS

On the initiative of Mr Laurent SERMET (Professor at Sciences-Po Aix-en-Provence) and Mrs
Elisabeth RABESANDRATANA (lawyer) a conference will be organised :

Location : Paris at the Hôtel de Ville

Period : 03 September 2022 after the election period in France

Content and objectives : to investigate child abuse in France and Europe and to have the
Justice Initiative resolution adopted

Breakdown : three round tables

Introduction

Child abuse in Europe: what reality, what common law?

20 mn / 25 mn

Speakers : - Élisabeth RABESANDANTRANA, lawyer
- Laurent SERMET, University Professor

First topic

How to prove child abuse within the framework of parental protection and outside it ?

Moderators : X and Stefania CATALETA (Amnesty International children's section in Italy)

. 1 - in order to build a common European notion of child abuse, can you give elements of
definition from your country: physical, psychological, sexual, cultural, institutional
abuse .... What is the place given to the notion of abuse by a person in authority?

. 2 - in your country, how is the child's right to speak in and out of court recognised? Give
ilustrations.

. 3 - in concrete terms, how are individual abuses established in your country and what place
is given to the emerging notion of systemic and structural abuse?

Second theme

How to respond and with what penal treatment ? 

Moderators : X and Pierre VERDIER

. 1 - to what extent do we punish those who are seen as unassailable: the priest, the doctor,
the sports instructor, the teacher, the educator in care institutions, the parent ....? Has the
"authority revolution" taken place in your country?

. 2 - to what extent can the child be exposed to criminal proceedings?

. 3 - are there alternative institutional and non-institutional measures to avoid destroying the
family structure, the emotional and social environment of the child?

Conference in Paris, France
International seminar
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Third theme

How to heal the wounds ? 

Moderators : Jean-Claude GIANNOTTA and Sylviane PAULINET 

. 1 - to what extent, in your country, are the conditions for healing, or even prevention, and
reconciliation organised through the forgiveness of the victim and the apology of the guilty
party? Is this a possible, desirable, occasional relationship?

. 2 - to what extent is psychological support organised in your country for the benefit of victims
or even perpetrators?

. 3 - to what extent is support organised in your country through processes of remembrance,
societal support, compensation?

Conclusion : 

Speakers : - Élisabeth RABESANDANTRANA, Lawyer
- Laurent SERMET, University Professor

Participants :  

- Relevant associations fighting against child abuse

- Non-governmental organisations (NGOs)

- Invited personalities

- Different countries in Europe

- General public 

To achieve a satisfactory result, our country needs to collect at least 300,000 signatures.

To do this, all the partner associations must get in touch with all their contacts, institutions and
supporters. Indeed, it is a collective but also an individual affair that will allow us to have the
maximum support from the French population.

16 -  PARTNER ASSOCIATIONS

The following organisations have agreed to join the European cause to fight child abuse (see
detailed list with all relevant links)

National signature campaign
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17 -  CONTACTS

(1) Guido FLURI : Guido FLURI is a famous Swiss entrepreneur. He spent his childhood in
foster homes and with his grandparents. His life story has shaped his humanitarian and
political work. His foundation is particularly active in the field of child protection. In 2010, Guido
FLURI launched a project to re-save Swiss children's homes. In 2014, Guido FLURI launched
a popular initiative on the topic of foster children, the "Wiedergutmachungsinitiative". The
initiative also attracted international attention. In September 2016, the Swiss Parliament
adopted the counter-proposal to the initiative. Victims received a solidarity contribution and the
history of abuse in Switzerland was thoroughly examined. Due to his strong commitment in
recent years, especially on the issue of compulsory social measures, Guido FLURI is
considered a figure of political integration. Guido FLURI was awarded an honorary doctorate
by the University of Lucerne. In 2019, Guido FLURI was received by Pope Francis for a private
audience to discuss abuses in the Catholic Church in Switzerland. The Pope officially
apologised to the victims of abuse. The perpetrators, he said, should be brought before secular
courts. This was the first time the Pope had spoken so clearly on the issue. In 2020, Guido
FLURI announced a European initiative to combat abuse - source Web Initiative for Justice.

(2) The FEDD : Fédération des Enfants Déracinés des DROM (Federation of Uprooted
Children from French Overseas Territories) works for the recognition of a dark page in the
history of France, that of more than 2,000 children from Reunion who were exiled from 1962 to
1984 and suffered abuse - press kit.

Any reproduction in whole or in part by any means not authorised by the ASSOCIATION
FRANCE INITIATIVE JUSTICE is strictly forbidden. Authorised copies or reproductions
are those reserved for the private use of the copier and not intended for collective use.
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https://www.federationdesenfantsderacinesdesdrom.com/_files/ugd/0fdffd_8e662ebe9210447bb55e2a0b1c647cfb.pdf
https://justice-initiative.eu/fr/initiators/#:~:text=In%202010,%20Guido%20Fluri%20launched,was%20also%20attracting%20international%20attention.



